
Prompt: Should students attend a traditional 4-year college or a trade school after graduating high 
school?  

Claim Sentence Frame #1: Students should attend a traditional 4-year college/trade school (choose one) 
after graduating high school, because _________________ (reason 1), _________________ (reason 2), 
and _________________ (reason 3).  

Claim Sentence Frame #2: While it may not be the choice for everyone, most students would benefit 
more from attending a college/trade school (choose one), because _________________ (reason 1), 
_________________ (reason 2), and _________________ (reason 3). 

Reasons For/Against   

For College/ Against Trade School 
 Higher earning potential/ higher paying 

jobs 
 Scholarships available  
 Bachelor Degree holders make on 

average $11,000 more than those who 
graduated trade school and $30,000 
more than those who only hold a high 
school diploma  

 Rate of return on investment is 14%  
 Students gain a well-rounded education, 

not just a career (including internships, 
research projects, clubs, societies, study 
abroad, etc.) 

 Meeting a diverse range of people/ 
making friends on campus  

 Learning life skills by living on campus 
(e.g. doing your own laundry) 

 Job security and advancement 
opportunities (promotions) that may not 
be available with trade school certificate  

 Employers will sometimes hire a college 
graduate over someone who does not 
hold a college degree even if their degree 
is in a different subject/industry than the 
job  

For Trade School/ Against College  
 Trade school is cheaper than traditional 

college  
 More time spent in traditional college 

means higher amount of loans (approx. 
$3,000 per year in student loan 
payments) paid off over 10-20 year 
period  

 Scholarships available  
 Trade schools have smaller class sizes  
 Faster course completion (in as little as 6 

weeks for some programs, whereas 
traditional college takes 4 years for a 
Bachelor’s degree) 

 Gain practical hands-on experience  
 Earn higher wages than bottom 25% of 

college graduates  
 Because there are more jobs open in 

skills-based jobs, those coming out of 
trade school will have a good chance of 
getting a job right away  

 40% drop out rate of traditional college  
 Students who may not be able to get into 

a competitive nursing program may 
consider a trade school/ certificate 
program to pursue the career and cut 
costs  

 Peer pressure to “party” when living on a 
college campus  

 

 

 

 


